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Stevante Clark gestures at the funeral of his brother, Stephon, who was unarmed when he was shot to 
death by Sacramento police. “Stephon is going to live on for generations,” he said. CALIFORNIA, B1 


Friends and relatives 
recall a loving father 


Stephon Clark was trying to turn life around, they say 


By NICOLE SANTA CRUZ 
AND PAIGE ST. JOHN 


SACRAMENTO — 
Stephon Clark has become a 
social media hashtag, the 
latest inspiration for a na- 
tional movement and the 
subject of protests that have 
shut down freeways and in- 
terrupted NBA games. 

The image of the 22-year- 
old African American man, 
wearing a broad smile next 
to his young sons and their 
mother in a formal family 
photo, has become a rallying 
cry for justice. 

But in the days since 20 
shots were fired at Clark in 
the backyard of his grand- 
mother’s house by Sacra- 


JEFF CHIU Pool photo 


A MOURNER wears a photo of Stephon Clark, 22, 
during his funeral Thursday in Sacramento. Clark 
was fatally shot by two police officers on March 18. 


Relatives demand 
answers in deadly 
Venezuela jail fire 


At least 68 packed in 
cells died. “Those who 
did this should pay.’ 


By CHRIS KRAUL 
AND MERY MOGOLLON 


CARACAS, Venezuela — 
As relatives waited for offi- 
cials to hand over the re- 
mains of loved ones killed in 
ajailhouse fire, anger flared 
again in this economically 
pressed country as residents 
and activist groups de- 
manded an explanation for 
one of the worst catastro- 
phes in the nation’s notori- 
ously overcrowded jail and 
prison system. 

The fast-moving fire on 
Wednesday swept through a 


police station where pris- 
oners were being kept, 
killing at least 68 people 
packed into jail cells de- 
signed to accommodate a 
fraction of its inmate popu- 
lation. Several officials said 
they expected the death toll 
to climb. 

As smoke and flames en- 
gulfed the jail, news video 
showed desperate families 
pushing toward a line of po- 
lice officers before being 
driven back by tear gas and 
rubber bullets. Some people 
stumbled in the chaos as the 
bullets kicked up puffs of 
dust in the road outside the 
police station. 

“I want justice for my 
son,” said Rocky Varela, 53, 
who said his 27-year-old son 
had been killed in the blaze. 

[See Venezuela, A5] 
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A RELATIVE of a prisoner cries at the police station 
on Wednesday after the deadly jail fire in Venezuela. 


mento police searching for a 
burglary suspect, only frag- 
ments of Clark’s life have 
surfaced. 

Clark’s family has mostly 
shunned the media spot- 
light following the death, 
providing scant details 
about Clark’s life before his 
killing. He was the father of 
two boys, ages 1 and 3. 
Friends and family have de- 
scribed him as fun-loving, 
devoted to his family. He 
loved football, video games, 
shoes and was trying to turn 
his life around, they said. 

“He would never want to 
leave his kids. He always 
wanted to make sure his kids 
were good,” their mother, 
Salena Manni, told ABC 10. 

[See Clark, A8] 
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EPA ready 
to roll back 
fuel targets 
for autos 


Weakening the 
landmark standards 
would guarantee 
another legal fight 
with California. 


By EvAN HALPER 


WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration is 
poised to abandon Ameri- 
ca’s pioneering fuel economy 
targets for cars and SUVs, a 
move that would undermine 
one of the world’s most ag- 
gressive programs to con- 
front climate change and in- 
vite another major con- 
frontation with California. 

The Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency is expected 
to announce in the coming 
days that it will scrap mile- 
age targets the Obama ad- 
ministration drafted in tan- 
dem with California that aim 
to boost average fuel econo- 
my for passenger cars and 
SUVs to 55 miles per gallon 
by 2025, according to people 
familiar with the plans. 

The agency plans to re- 
place those targets with a 
weaker standard that will be 
unveiled soon, according to 
the people, who did not want 
to be identified discussing 
the plan before it was an- 
nounced. 

EPA spokeswoman Liz 
Bowman said a draft deter- 
mination was undergoing in- 
teragency review and a final 
decision would be made by 
Sunday. 

EPA chief Scott Pruitt 
has previously suggested 
that he thinks the targets 
are too onerous for manufac- 
turers and inhibit them from 
selling the vehicles most 
popular with Americans. A 
climate skeptic, Pruitt has 
questioned mainstream sci- 
ence on the warming caused 
by greenhouse gases such as 
auto emissions. 

Whether Pruitt can weak- 
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DUDLEY STEWART III, wearing a hat honoring Dodgers players from the past, 
watches pregame activities before the team’s home opener against the Giants. 


FATT HRFUL COME 
HOME TO ROOT 


Expectations high on Dodgers’ 60th opening day 


By CHRIS ERSKINE AND 
HAILEY BRANSON-POTTS 


Some 56,000 baseball 
fans arrived on buses and 
motorbikes, by Uber and on 
foot. They wore flip-flops 
and treasured jerseys pulled 
from the bottoms of draw- 
ers. They wore tube tops, T- 
shirts and the first sunburns 
of spring. 

It was like a bounce 
house crossed with a church 


picnic at the Dodgers’ 60th 
opening day Thursday. 
Some fans sat quietly happy, 
their lunches in their laps. 
Others chugged lunch with 
both fists. 

Whatever. A little lunacy 
never hurt anyone. It’s a ball- 
park, after all, that most 
egalitarian of places, and 
L.A.’s town square. 

“Let’s go, Dodgers!” they 
screamed across the land. 

As fans streamed into the 
reserve level, a quartet of 


men in Dodgers hats — ona 
tuba, clarinet, trumpet and 
banjo — played chipper 
tunes. Among them, of 
course, “Take Me Out to the 
Ballgame.” 

Marlene Uva, 68, smiled 
as she looked around at the 
crowd gathering under a 
beautifully blue sky. 

“It’s like the Kentucky 
Derby of baseball,” she said. 

And the favorite, of 
course, is these Dodgers. 

[See Opener, A9] 


en the rules for the entire 
country is an open question. 
California, with its history of 
smog problems and height- 
ened vulnerability to climate 
change, has unique author- 
ity under the Clean Air Act 
to impose its own standard. 
The act also permits other 
states to adopt the Califor- 

nia rules, and a dozen have. 
Over the last decade, the 
federal government has 
worked with California to 
keep mileage targets uni- 
[See Fuel, A6] 


RUSSIA 
STRIKES 
BACK, 
EXPELS 
ENVOYS 


Move against U.S. and 
others in West augurs 
new chill in relations. 


By SABRA AYRES 
AND LAURA KING 


MOSCOW — Russia has 
landed a heavy diplomatic 
counterpunch in the case of 
the poisoned spy, declaring 
Thursday that it would toss 
out 60 American diplomats 
and scores of other Western 
envoys in response to a mas- 
sive coordinated expulsion 
of Russians announced this 
week by Britain and its al- 
lies, including the United 
States. 

The Russian retaliation, 
which also included the clos- 
ing of the U.S. Consulate 
in St. Petersburg, sent 
Moscow’s relations with the 
West into a deep chill that 
was almost reminiscent of 
Cold War days. 

But it also left unan- 
swered the question hang- 
ing over the entire spy-poi- 
soning affair: This time, had 
the self-confident Vladimir 
V. Putin overreached? 

Nearly a month after a 
turncoat former Russian in- 
telligence operative and his 
daughter were poisoned in 
the British city of Salisbury 
with a military-grade nerve 
agent bearing Moscow’s So- 
viet-era signature, the ulti- 
mate cost to Russia remains 
unclear. 

That’s partly because the 
episode is still playing out. 
Recriminations continue to 

[See Russia, A4] 


North, South 
Korea set 
date to meet 


The April 27 summit 
in the demilitarized 
zone could foreshadow 
talks between the 
North’s Kim Jong Un 
and President Trump. 
WORLD, A3 


Federal courts’ 
‘liberal lion’ dies 
Stephen Reinhardt, 87, 
was the liberal face of 
the U.S. 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 
CALIFORNIA, B1 


Weather 
Partly sunny. 
L.A. Basin: 82/58. B6 
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